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been thought of: for Countess Ottilia was a proper pattern of the
pious wife, that obeys without commentary the marriage precept
of subjecting her will to the will of her husband. If at times
there did arise some small sedition in her heart, she did not on
the instant ring the alarm-bell; but she shut door and window,
that no mortal eye might look in and see what passed; and
then summoned the rebel Passion to the bar of Eeason; gave it
over in custody to Prudence, and imposed on herself a voluntary
penance.

She could not pardon her heart for having murmured at the
rival sun that was to shine beside her on the matrimonial horizon ;
and to expiate the offence, she had secretly commissioned a triple
bedstead, with stout fir posts, painted green, the colour of Hope;
and a round vaulted tester, in the form of a dome, adorned with
winged puffy-cheeked heads of angels. On the silken coverlet,
which lay for show over the downy quilts, was exhibited in fine
embroidery, the Angel Raphael, as he had appeared to her in
vision, beside the Count in pilgrim weeds. This speaking proof
of her ready matrimonial complaisance affected her husband to
the soul. He clasped her to his breast, and overpowered her
with kisses, at the sight of this arrangement for the completion
of his wedded joys.

" Glorious wife!" cried he with rapture, "this temple of love
exalts thee above thousands of thy sex; as an honourable me-
morial, it will transmit thy name to future ages; and while a
splinter of this wood remains, husbands will recount to their
wives thy exemplary conduct."

In a few days afterwards, the Princess also arrived in safety,
and was received by the Count in full gala. Ottilia came to meet
her with open arms and heart, and conducted her into the Palace,
as the partner in all its privileges. The double bridegroom then
set out to Erfurt, for the Bishop to perform the marriage ceremony.
"This pious prelate was extremely shocked at the proposal, and
signified, that in his diocese no such scandal could be tolerated
But, on Count Ernst's bringing out the papal dispensation, signe<
and sealed in due form, it acted as a lock on his Eeverence's
lips; though his doubting looks, and shaking of the head, still
indicated that the Steersman of the bark of the universal Church
had bored a hole in the keel, which bade fair to swamp the vessel,
and send it to the bottom of the sea.

The nuptials were celebrated with becoming pomp and splen-